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Our school year 2016/2017 draws to a conclusion and we look
forward to a relaxing holiday period with the hopeful good
weather that always lifts our spirits.
We reflect through this extensive newsletter on a busy year of
many highlights and memorable experiences for the whole
school community.
We bid farewell to another group of 6th class pupils as they leave
with our best wishes for secondary school.
Our school year seems to move swiftly from one milestone to the
next, - School Walk, Presentation Day, Christmas events,
Sacraments intermingled with groups representing the school at
sporting, choral and cultural events – our Active Schools Flag is
a very appropriate symbol of our busy, vibrant school.
Bunscoil Chríost Rí continues to develop with important
infrastructure plans in place. The Nano Nagle Hall will be
refurbished in the coming months, funding has been secured for
a new entrance/corridor between both buildings incorporating a
new secure yard area and the resurfacing of flat roof areas is also
planned. We strive to provide the setting and resources to
optimize our pupils’ educational experience.

It is with very mixed emotions that we bid farewell to a
number of marvellous, dedicated members of staff during
this year. Mr. John O’Hea and Mr. Pat Barry retired earlier in
the year while Mrs. Anne Murphy and Mrs. Eleanor Condon
join the club this week. Warm tributes are paid to all in the
newsletter but suffice to say that each has made a unique,
invaluable contribution to our school community. We wish
them all our heartiest best wishes for a happy, healthy
retirement as they explore new opportunities in life.
Our school is proud of the reputation we have built together
for excellence in the academic and holistic development of
our pupils. This success is thanks to our highly skilled,
motivated staff, dedicated Board of Management, hugely
supportive parents and hard-working, well behaved and
respectful pupils.
Míle buíochas to all.
Bainigí taitneamh as na laethanta saoire. Beir bua agus
dea-ghuí.
Enjoy the holidays and we look forward to returning, reenergised for the new school year.

We have the best Parents’ and Friends’ Association
imaginable. Their work is always focused on the children.
They decorate the school at Halloween and Christmas, they
support the work of the teachers, and they contribute
immeasurably to the friendly and welcoming atmosphere of
the school.
In June they excelled themselves again with their bake sale.
But this was no ordinary bake sale: the day before they
brought 4th 5th and 6th classes to the Food Science Room to
show them how to make and decorate some of the cakes
that were the put on sale. The baking then went on late into
the night, and the Parents and Friends put in long hours on
the day of the sale. Cakes were also donated by many
parents.
On the day each class was brought to the hall and every
child got to choose a cake. A total of €770 was raised.
Exhausted members of the Parents’ and
Friends’ Association - We salute you!
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Bunscoil Chríost Rí Sixth Class pupils took part in a 5km cycle in
order to celebrate Bike Week 2017. Recently, Sixth Class completed a
cycling course with ‘Cycle Sense’, whereby they learned excellent
cycling skills and safety training.
Principal, David O’Kelly, Sixth Class teacher Ann Murphy, and twentysix boys and girls from Sixth Class began the event by conducting a
very important safety check in school. When it was confirmed that all
bikes, helmets and equipment were in working order, the participants
headed off to Tramore Valley Park where the cycling event took place.
A very enjoyable morning was had by all promoting an active and
healthy means of travel. Well done to all involved!

The school choir has just completed another hectic year of competitions and performances. They had a
wonderful night in Cork Opera House at Christmas-time, singing on their own and also joining in with
Mary Hegarty and the massed choirs and orchestra. They only brought the house down!
In February, they were worthy winners of the Soroptomists’ Trophy and Bursary at Feis Maitiú. Their
rendition of the very difficult song Circín Cochallach had the adjudicator singing their praises.
In March the entire choir travelled to Limerick on two occasions to take part in the Cross-Border choirs
and orchestra of Ireland. It was a wonderful experience promoting music and peace in our country. Many
thanks to all the wonderful parents who took the time and made the effort to travel to Limerick to see and
hear them. We were thrilled that you came.
Brother Martin, head of the Presentation Order worldwide, especially asked to have the choir perform at
his retirement Mass in May. Having sung for the First Communion Children in the morning, the boys and
girls sang their hearts out at the afternoon Mass, much to the great joy of all present. The pupils are now
taking well-deserved rest and will return in September with several bookings already tabled in.
Sincere thanks to the wonderful parents who never fail to bring the children to all the venues at all sorts of
times and for the exquisite way in which they are always presented.

Anne Murphy

Anne has been a member of this Presentation school
community since she was five years old. She was a pupil of
Christ King Primary, and a pupil in the very first class of Christ
King Secondary School, (or Sacred Heart as it was then). After
a brief absence in Teacher Training College, Anne returned,
and has spent her working life in the service of the pupils of
Turner’s Cross. She is, it will be acknowledged, a teacher par
excellence. Her hard work and uncompromising standards
earned her the respect of her pupils and their parents (many
of whom had been her pupils!).
She has mentored and supported many young teachers
during her career, and has always been a loyal and caring
friend and colleague. After the amalgamation of the boys’ and
girls’ schools, she embraced the new ethos, and worked to
make it successful. She brought her considerable musical
and choral talent to bear on the boys – they didn’t know what
hit them, but Anne raised musical standards immeasurably
across the new school.
Anne has always been a champion of the underdog, someone
whose care and attention for all children will never take no for
an answer, or ever be satisfied with less than the best.
Any review of Anne’s career would be incomplete without a
list of her musical accomplishments. Under her baton, the
choir won many prestigious prizes and bursaries in Feis
Maitiú for both choral verse and choral singing. They won the
Lyric FM choir competition, and made history by winning The
Cork International Choral Festival three years consecutively.
Anne has made numerous recordings for radio and television
with the choir, and is three times winner of An Post National
creative writing competition.

Over the years, Anne has been interested in knitting, sewing,
crochet, tin whistle, recorder, and school bands, and her
classes have won several national environmental prizes for
nature projects.
Throughout her career, Anne has been involved in
Communion and Confirmation ceremonies and the faith
formation of this corner of the Presentation Community.
If all this has made Anne Murphy sound like a multi-talented
powerhouse of a person, then we apologize – for the
understatement!
Bunscoil Chríost Rí will miss Anne Murphy, hopefully more
than she will miss us!

Ag Ceiliúradh na n-Iarscoláire :
Brother Martin Kenneally
and Archbishop Kieran O' Reilly SMA Visit
Recently, we were honoured to be visited by these two
distinguished former pupils - Brother Martin Kenneally World
Leader of the Presentation Brothers Congregation for twelve
years, who has directed it in exciting new missions in Africa and
the far East, and the newly-appointed Archbishop of Cashel and
Emly, Kieran O' Reilly.

A short ceremony was held in front of the school attended by their
families, members of the Presentation order, members of the
PDST and our chairperson Mrs. Angela Lynch. Presentations
were made to both and the school choir performed for them under
the very able stewardship of Mrs. Ann Murphy.
Later, we all went for a beautiful ceremony to Christ the King
church to celebrate Br. Martin's retirement. One very important
observation that day was how indebted the Turner’s Cross, South
Parish and Ballyphehane areas were to the wonderful, dedicated
work done by the Presentation Brothers and Presentation sisters
over the years. The success of many former pupils including our
two distinguished guests was testament to this.

Athletics and Orienteering
Our school took part in many events throughout
the year and the pupils had good fun, learned
about map-reading, a little bit about preparing for
athletics and keeping fit. There were very
enjoyable orienteering introductory days in
Tramore Valley Park attended by pupils from Fifth
and Sixth classes.
The SI computer system used enabled them to see
the results on the internet and graphs enabled
them to compare their performances with their
friends. On the competitive front Ariana Murphy
(5th. class) won a silver medal at the Munster
Schools
Orienteering
Championships
in
Trabolgan, and Ethan O' Callaghan and Darragh
Corcoran were winners at the Cork Primary
Schools Sports.
The school attended five orienteering events
throughout the year in such places as Farran,
Fota, Trabolgan and Tramore Valley Park. We plan
to do the same next year

Active Schools’ Week
This school year was as active as ever in Bunscoil Chríost Rí. You name the sport
and it could be seen in our school!
We brought our sporting year to a close with an Active Schools Week 22nd26th May. We started every morning this week on an active note with our daily
‘Wake- up, Shake-up.’ All week long pupils took part in a variety of activities
including yard stations, Zumba, soccer, tug of war, orienteering, cycling,
hurling/camogie, football and so much more. Our Active Schools Week finished
with a short school walk around the local Turner’s Cross area. Pupils made a
donation of two euro each to the 96FM Radiothon for Cork Cancer Services and
were allowed to wear their favourite sports gear on the day. A great week was had
by all. We are already looking forward to next year’s Active Schools Week!
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Eleanor Condon
Mrs Eleanor Condon has spent all her life in our school, starting as
a Junior Infant and progressing to the Christ King Secondary
school. Having trained in Mary Immaculate College in Limerick,
she returned to Turner’s Cross for her entire teaching career. She
is a most versatile person – being an equally superb teacher of
Infants and Senior Classes.
In later years she has excelled in the Middle Standards, ensuring
children transferred from junior level to senior level with the utmost
confidence in all aspects of the curriculum. She had the gift of
bringing all pupils with her, and she particularly went out of her way
to encourage the reticent child.
Eleanor was always first to embrace new ideas and threw herself
wholeheartedly into the setting up of the computer room, and was
always available to help colleagues and pupils whenever problems
arose. She was foremost in creating a school website and surged
ahead with IT in all aspects of the curriculum.
She made no mean contribution to drama, choral verse, and
singing in the school, securing many prizes for her class in Feis
Maitiú. But it was her dedication to the pursuit of excellence in
Irish, English and Maths that marked her out as a truly dedicated
teacher. Many a tear was shed at the end of the school year as
pupils had to leave her class and move on.
She has a wonderful sense of fun and isn’t slow to play a trick or
two on staff members. This congeniality helped in no small way to
ensure a smooth transition when the amalgamation of the two
schools took place.

Eleanor has a smile every morning and is the wisest of
teachers, a true friend and a catalyst for embracing
change. Her maxim: “If a job’s worth doing, it’s worth
doing well”, is an inspiration to us all.
Eleanor, enjoy your freedom!

Fourth Class
The Fourth Classes had a very busy year this
year, including a trip to the Lifetime Lab, their
Recorder Recital, Active Schools’ Week,
Celebrating the Chinese New Year, and stuffing
themselves with pancakes. Here are some of
their photographs to celebrate their year and
their achievements.

Bunscoil Chríost Rí Calendar 2017—2018
School Re-Opens
Easter Holidays 2018
Wednesday 30th August 2017 (full day)
Closing Friday March 23rd
Autumn Mid-Term

Closed Monday March 26th – Friday, April 6th inclusive

Closing Friday October 27th

Reopening Monday April 9th

Closed Monday, October 30th – Friday, November 3rd inclusive
Summer Mid-Term 2018
Reopening Monday, November 6th
Closing Friday May 4th
Christmas Holidays

Closed Monday May 7th - Friday May 11th inclusive

Closing Friday, December 22nd 2017

Reopening Monday May 13th

Closed Monday December 25th - Friday January 5th inclusive

June Public Holiday 2018

Reopening Monday, January 8th 2018

Closed Monday June 4th & Tuesday June 5th

Spring Mid-Term 2018

Summer Holidays

Closed Thursday, February 15th & Friday, February 16th

Closing Friday, June 29th 2018

St. Patrick’s Day 2018
Closed Monday, March 19th

Please note this calendar could be subject to change as part of
contingency arrangements to make up for lost time due to unforeseen
school closures, the length of the Easter break may be reduced by
remaining open up to and including Wednesday, March 28 2018.

Pat Barry

Pat Barry was a Críost Rí institution. He embodied all of
what is best in the Críost Rí teaching tradition. He was
old-fashioned enough to hold on to what was valuable in
traditional practice, progressive enough to embrace
change when it was in the best interest of the children,
and canny enough to know the difference between them.
Pat went from teaching in classes to Learning Support
effortlessly, and was a pioneer of in-class support.
Instead of taking a child out, Pat came in, and blended
effortlessly into classroom practice. He knew each child’s
strengths and weaknesses, and, while he would not
indulge them, or allow them to succumb to failure, he
encouraged and supported each child.
Each morning the classes looked forward to visits from
Mr Barry. Learning was always fun, praise was common,
and every child’s contribution was valued. His passion
was for Maths, and he would encourage, cajole, persuade
and enthuse children about the joy of numbers. The
children eagerly awaited the daily challenge at the end of
class, where the winner was rewarded with the toss of a
euro.
When it came to computers, Pat was invaluable. His
knowledge and experience was available to everyone who
wanted it. He created the PCPat website, which linked to
useful and tested educational sites all over the globe. He
could recommend sites for every subject and every
activity off the top of his head. In any branch of
educational technology, Pat Barry was the go-to guy.

Pat is also a talented photographer, and many of the
archive photos of Críost Rí are his. It’s also why there are
so few photographs of him; he spent his time behind the
camera.
It’s difficult to think of Bunscoil Chríost Rí without thinking of Pat Barry, but I’m pretty sure he won’t be thinking
of us!

Have a wonderful retirement, Pat!

Morning Star Soccer Tournament
Bunscoil Chríost Rí attended the annual
Morning Star soccer tournament sending a
fifth class (Portugal) team and a sixth class
team (Belgium). Both teams came through
tricky groups with Belgium drawing with
Greenmount
(Croatia)
and
Glasheen
(Poland) to finish second in Group 1 and
Portugal beating Spioraid Naomh (France)
and drawing with Glasheen (Wales) to win
Group 2. As luck would have it, the two
Bunscoil teams then met in the quarter finals
with Portugal coming out on top. Portugal
then put in a fantastic effort losing on
Penalties to eventual winners Glasheen
(Poland). Portugal then battled hard in the
third place play-off eventually beating
Morning Star (Ireland) on penalties.
The sixth class team (Belgium) was Daire
O’Sé, Kyle O Sé Holton, Max Fabszeyski,
Shane McGann, Luke Walsh, Shea Hill, Joey
Gibson, Shane Dawson, Jordan HanniganBuckley, Fionn Long, Domas Jonaitis,
Eoghan Walsh, Aoife Byrne-O’ Riordan and
Elle Fitzgearld. The assistant manager was
Ronan Gaffney.
The fifth class team (Portugal) was Mark
Tiernan, Ryan McCarthy, Colin Molloy,
Keelin Collins, Shane McCarthy, Peter Kane,
James Kennefick, Fionn McGorry, James
McGregor, Aaron O’Brien Towler, Cian
O’Sullivan, Aaron Kennedy, Bobby Walker,
Michael O’Donnell and Ben Montgomery.
Well done everybody.
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Our Green Schools’ Committee have been working hard for
the year to ensure that our school has cut down on waste.
They have made sure a recycling bin is present in every
classroom and our e-mail system has saved a lot of paper in
notes throughout the year.
An important part of earning the Green Schools’ Flag is that
the whole school gets involved, and with this idea in mind
many students entered a nationwide competition back in
March. The challenge was to create a poster to represent how
they would like Ireland to look in 2040. We are very proud to
say that Joshua O'Connor in 2nd class earned first place in
all of Munster for his submission. He created a fantastic
image of litter free Ireland and won a trip to Dublin to be
presented with his, now framed, poster by Minister Simon
Coveney.
Congratulations to Joshua and everybody who worked on
our Green school's committee this year.
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Sciath na Scol Hurling

Edmund Rice –Fifth Class Hurling Blitz

The Bunscoil Chríost Rí hurlers had a tough group again this
year but battled hard throughout. Having lost their first three
games to Spioraid Naomh, Gaelscoil Carrigaline and Scoil
Mhuire Lourdes Carrigaline they beat a much fancied
Bunscoil Mhuire, Youghal in their final game. The campaign
was also notable for being the first year we had a mixture of
girls and boys playing together. The panel was as follows:
Ruairí Hogan, Shane Dawson, Shane McGann, Joey Gibson,
Devon Gibson, Shea Hill, Ethan O’Donovan Patrick Power,
Fionn Long, Aaron O’Brien Towler, Elle Fitzgearld, Aoife
Byrne-O’Riordan, James Kennefick, Fionn McGorry, Shane
McCarthy, Ryan McCarthy, Peter Kane, Keelin Collins, Zack
O’ Donovan, Cian O’ Sullivan and Tadhg Howe.

Bunscoil Chríost Rí competed at the Edmund Rice blitz, at a very
windy St Vincents, beating Blarney Street boys, Sundays Well
boys and Cobh before losing to Midleton in the group stages and
then again in the final by a single point. It was a gallant effort by
the boys played in difficult weather conditions. The team was as
follows: Zack O’Donovan, James Kennefick, Cian O’Sullivan,
Aaron O’Brien-Towler , Devon Gibson, Fionn McGorry , Shane
McCarthy, Ryan McCarthy, Keelin Collins, Peter Kane, Tadhg
Howe, David O’ Driscoll, Aaron Kennedy and Colin Molloy.

Well done everybody.

Colm Cooper Tournament
The School football team once again competed in the Colm
Cooper tournament; this time hosted by The Mon Boys’
School, and played in St Brendans College, Killarney. We had
a great day out beating Cobh and Milltown before a notable
win against St Josephs, The Mardyke. Sadly, as has been the
case in previous years in this tournament, Bantry proved that
bit too strong for us in the final. The panel was as follows:
Patrick Power, Shane Dawson, Fionn Long, Ethan O’
Donovan, Shane McGann, Ruairí Hogan, Darragh O’Shea,
Shea Hill, Joey Gibson, Ryan McCarthy, Fionn McGorry,
Colin Molloy, James Kennefick, Mark Tiernan, Keelin Collins,
Aaron O’Brien-Towler, Aaron Kennedy, Shane McCarthy,
Cian O’ Sullivan, Devon Gibson and Zack O’ Donovan. Well
done boys.
Críost rí abú!
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John O’Hea

It is said that a class, by the end of the year, reflects the
personality of their teacher. Some classes talk too much,
some classes are in your face, some are hardworking and
diligent. Classes over which John O’Hea and an influence
were always kind, caring and gentle. In this they were a true
reflection of the man himself.
Mr. John O' Hea retired from Bunscoil Chríost Rí in October
2016 after 39 years of great, commited service. As an avid
hillwalker he is now enjoying life at a slightly slower pace.
John was hired by the late Brother Basil in 1978 and was a
former pupil in Scoil Chríost Rí himself. He taught all classes
throughout his career including Infants and Learning
Support, always gave of his best and was very committed.
John treated and expected from all his pupils like they were
his own children and the pupils of our school who came
under his influence will always remember his laughter, fun,
games and kindness. For many years he diligently prepared
pupils in Sixth class for their transition into secondary
school and for the sacrament of confirmation.
John returned to Learning Support in his final years in the
school, and his influence on the younger children who came
to him for help was immense. The sound of laughter and
happiness rang out along the corridor, as he led them in
games that sharpened their abilities to learn for themselves.
They thought they were playing, but they were really learning.

In the late Eighties and Nineties John was part of the climbing
group on the staff, a group that included Mr Denis O’Shea, Mr
Noel Flynn, Mr Willie Fitzgerald, and the late Mr Seán O’Brien.
These intrepid explorers regularly tackled Irish peaks, and
even summitted Mont Blanc one summer!
John’s enduring legacy in the school will be the central library.
Although he also worked to build up class libraries and sets of
novels for individual classes, it is the Senior Library which is
the jewel in the crown. With the help of the Parents’ and
Friends’ Association, he catalogued and covered thousands of
novels, non-fiction and educational titles. The computerised
cataloguing system is also down to his foresight.
We wish John long years of well-deserved health and happiness.

The Year in Pictures

Sixth Class trip to UCC
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Winners and participants in the
Sixth Class Mile
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Rory gets the Player of the
Tournament award from Colm Cooper

