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Sciath na Scol – Hurling
The Colm Cooper Tournament
The school hurling team had a tough
time of it this year in a very difficult
selection. They lost to Scoil Eoin,
Ballincollig and Cloghroe in their first
two games. They battled bravely and
were unlucky not to get a result
against St Columba’s before beating
Rushbrooke in their last game. Well
done, boys! The team was as follows:
Kyle Holland, Conor O’Keeffe, Fionn
Sheehan, Eoghan McGann, Niall
Sheehan, Brian Horgan, Adam Sherlock,
Ben O’Connor, Mark
Guinnane,
Daniel
Kennefick, Luke O’Sullivan,
Dylan Twomey, Ross
Corkery, Reice Parker,
Ciarán Barr y, Mark
O’Connor, Shane Dawson
and Ruairí Hogan.

For the second year running the school
football team was invited to Killarney for
the Colm Cooper Tournament.
Unfortunately, the lads came up just short
again this year – beaten in the final by St
Joseph’s, the Mardyke. The boys beat Miltown
and Greenmount in the group stages, before
seeing
off last year’s winners, ‘The Mon’, Killarney, in the semi-final. A
very strong St Joseph’s side proved a step too far for the boys,
who should be very proud of their performances that day. The
team was as follows: Steven Cairns, Conor O’Keeffe, Fionn
Sheehan, Eoghan McGann, Bryan Reddy, Daniel Kennefick, Kevin
McGorry, Adam Sherlock, Mark Guinnane, Brian Horgan, Mark
O’Connor, Dylan Twomey, Luke O’Sullivan, Ross Corkery, Ciarán
Barry, Timmy O’Reilly, Ben O’Connor, Cormac FitzGerald,
Callum Mulcahy and Niall Sheehan (Ruairí Hogan and Shane
Dawson were also part of the football team, but were
unavailable on the day).

Mrs Annemarie Knightly is leaving us, to take up a post in
Faha, Co. Kerry, near where she now lives. It is impossible to
summarise the effect she has had on the school and on the
pupils, and her loss will be incalculable. Almost from the first
day she arrived, she decorated her classroom in red-andwhite and taught her class to sing ‘De Banks’. Nobody was
ever in doubt as to her allegiance! As a young teacher,
straight out of college, it was quite an entrance!
Annemarie is one of the most genuine, loyal and sincere
people you could meet. Nothing was ever too much trouble
for her, be it the school choir, the Cork City Sports (on
whose committee she served tirelessly for many years), or
merely in helping out colleagues.
As a colleague she is full of mischief, fun and, occasionally,
wisdom. She loves the banter of the staffroom, and can hold
her own with the best ‘slaggers’ in the business. As the many
parents who have passed through her classroom doors, will
attest, she is a natural born teacher, obviously devoted to and
immersed in her work. We will miss her enormously, but we
do look forward to having at leas one classroom in Faha
decked out in Red-and-White!
Bon voyage, Annemarie.
PS, we’re looking for volunteers to teach Mrs
Knightly to say ‘Up Kerry’ without wincing!

Mrs Phil O’Leary began her teaching career in Dublin, and
on her return to Cork, took up a teaching post in Christ King
Girls’. She was always a champion of ár dteanga dúchas, and
encouraged Gaeilge ó bhéil in all her classes, introducing
frásaí na seachtaine (which she continued in Bunscoil Chríost
Rí after our amalgamation). Mrs O’Leary was also involved in
organising Seachtain na Gaeilge.
When the DES introduced Social Personal and Health
Education (SPHE), Mrs O’Leary embraced the introduction,
and was a leading light in the teaching of the Walk Tall
Programme. She served on committees to develop a school
substance abuse/substance misuse prevention policy, an RSE
policy, and was the Christ King Girls’ teachers’ representative
on in-service days relation to RSE and SPHE. She later
organised speakers to visit the senior classes. She was also
involved in liaison between Primary and Secondary schools,
to ease the transition of the girls into Christ King Secondary
School.
We wish her every happiness in her retirement, and hope it is
long and fruitful.

Soccer Victors
Mr McCarthy’s Sixth Class won the Morning Star
Soccer Tournament this year. The boys drew with
Glasheen in the first game, before beating
Greenmount A and qualifying as group leaders.
They beat Greenmount in the Quarter Final
before penalties decided their semi-final victory
over Glasheen. The final was a tense affair with
only a single goal from Steven Cairns separating
the teams. Top scorer, player of the tournament
and Captain was Steven Cairns. The rest of the
team is as follows: David O’Shea, Jack
O’Donoghue, Conor O’Keeffe, Adam Sherlock,
Bryan Reddy, Adam Nolan, Dylan Twomey, Daniel
Ke n n e f i c k , N a t h a n
Callanan and Christian
Mozovoy. Well done, lads.

Camogie
This year we competed in Roinn C4 Camogie in Sciath na Scol.
The teams in our group were Gaelscoil Carrigaline, Star of the
Sea Passage, Ballinora and Gaelscoil Midleton. Our first game
was against Ballinora who proved to be too strong for our
team .Next we travelled to Passage where after a close contest
we lost by about 2 goals .Our best game in the competition
was against Carrigaline where after a very exciting game we
won by a point. In our last game we lost to a very good
Midleton team. We were happy with our efforts because our
team consisted of girls from 5th,4th and 3rd classes and we
competed against teams comprising of mainly 5th and 6th
classes . Hopefully next year we will have a team which will do
even better. Thanks to all of the girls for their efforts during the
year.
Our Panel was: Precious Harrison, Elle Fitzgerald, Saskia
Purcell, Ciara Hurley, Shanena Mealy, Sofia Murphy, Megan
Murphy, Olivia Gibson, Aoife Byrne O’ Riordan, Sophie Cotter,
Christina Maher, Orla O’Leary, Zoe
Waters, Penny Cassells, Ahlam Awad, Danni
Meehan, Katie Crowley, Joy Sampson,
Kayleigh Twohig, Xanaan Cabdamalik.
By Ciara Hurley.

Bunscoil Chríost Rí School Choir
The choir is again coming to the end of a very busy year. We say
goodbye to the 6th class boys and girls who have been faithful
and committed members for four years, and we thank them for
the leadership they have always given to the younger members.
The second class pupils who joined us recently have really
settled in well, and are preparing work for the coming
September.
During the year, the choir welcomed the Lord Mayor to the
school with a performance of our new school anthem, We are
Bunscoil Chríost Rí . They were invited to sing carols at Christmas
time in AIB in South Mall. They prepared for, and filmed, two
DVDs which were sent to RTE, and to Walton’s Music For
Schools’ Competition.
We were also prize-winners at the Cork International Choral
Festival in May, and finished off the performance year with a
lovely rendition of sacred music at our school’s first Holy
Communion Ceremony.
We wish all the choir members a wonderful summer holiday and
look forward to seeing them again in September.

Focal ón bPríomhoide
‘Wherever you go, no matter what the weather,
always bring your own sunshine’
As our school year draws to a close we look forward
with hope to a relaxing holiday period and the hopeful
sunshine that always lifts the spirits. We bid farewell to
another group of 6th class pupils as they leave with our
best wishes for secondary school. We remind them
that they are all unique and that their ‘sunshine’, their
personalities, their words, their presence and their
smiles can and do make a difference. None of us
should undervalue the difference we make.
We pay tribute to all our staff for their commitment
and kindness to the children in the school. We
particularly thank those staff members who will not be
with us next year: Mrs Phil O’Leary, who retires, having
given a lifetime of committed teaching. We also wish
Ms AM Knightly, Ms B Murphy and Ms A Foley every
success and happiness in the future.

Our gradual process of amalgamation is now
complete as, from next year, all classes will be coeducational and, coincidentally, our new junior
infant classes have a 50/50 boy/girl mix. These new
pupils were welcomed recently for their induction
afternoons, when their enthusiasm and innocence
was a joy to behold. We wish them many happy
years with us.
Bunscoil Chríost Rí has already built a reputation
for excellence in the academic and holistic
development of its pupils. We continue to maintain
and enhance our proud sporting and cultural
traditions. Our formula for success is built on a
highly skilled and motivated staff, a dedicated Board
of Management, a hugely supportive parent body,
astute guidance by trustees and patron – but most
importantly,
hardworking, well behaved and
respectful pupils
Bainigí taitneamh as na laethanta saoire agus guím dea
-mhéin ar gach duine.
Enjoy the holidays and we look forward to
returning re-energised for the new school year.

Bunscoil Chríost Rí Calendar 2015 - 2016
Reopening Monday 31st August 2015 at 0845 (full day)

Closing Wednesday 16th March

Autumn Mid-term 2015

Closed Thurs 17th March to Fri. 1st April inclusive

Closing Friday 23rd October
Closed Mon. 26th October to Fri. 30th October inclusive
Re-opens Monday 2nd November

Re-opens Monday 4th April 0845 (full day)
Spring Mid-term 2016
Closing Friday 29th April

Christmas Holidays 2015-2016

Closed Mon. 2nd May to Fri. 6th May inclusive

Closing Tuesday 22nd December
Closed Wed. 23rd December to Tues. 5th January inclusive
Re-opens Wednesday 6th January 0845 (full day)

Re-opens Monday 9th May
June Public Holiday 2016
Closed Mon. 6th June and Tues. 7th June inclusive

Spring Mid-term 2016
Closing Wednesday 17th February
Closed Thursday 18th & Friday 19th February inclusive
Re-opens Monday 22nd February

Easter Holidays 2016

Summer Holidays 2016
Closing Thursday 30th June

Please note this calendar could be subject to change
as part of contingency arrangements. To make up for
lost time due to unforeseen school closures, the
length of the Easter break may be reduced by
remaining open up to and including
Wednesday, 23rd March

Charities Supported by Bunscoil Chríost Rí This Year
September ‘14
€150 Presentation Brothers’ Missions in Ghana
December ‘14
€300 Food Vouchers for Local Families
Christmas Toysale
€2500 Canine Companions for Children with Autism
April ‘15
€716 Edith Wilkins Foundation for the Nepal Earthquake Appeal
May ‘15
€869 Down Syndrome Ireland Ice-Cream Day
May ‘15
€100 96FM Giving for Living Radiothon.
The total so far for this year is €4935
Buíochas to all for your Generosity

Our Extra Classes
Sometimes, you have to ask an expert.
Sometimes you have to travel to find facilities, expertise or excellence.
Sometimes you have to bring in specialised knowledge.
In Bunscoil Chríost Rí we have a number of experts coming into the school to
share their skills with our children. The Sixth classes have French, taught by a
native French speaker, who is also an excellent teacher. They will go into
Secondary school unfazed by a new language, and their transition will be made
more easy. Fifth, Fourth and First classes have Irish Dancing, taught by the
renowned Attridge School. Second and Fifth have Recorder, taught by teachers
from CIT School of Music. Irish dancing keeps our traditions alive in the school,
and recorder is a useful instrument if any of the children want to pursue Music in
Junior or Leaving Cert. Junior and Senior Infants have Speech and Drama with the
Montfort School. We want to make sure their voices can be heard, in every
sense!
Third class has its swimming classes, and take the bus to Leisureworld every
Monday morning. The importance of being able to swim if you live on an island
cannot be overstated! Next year, Fifth classes will get a refresher course on
swimming in the latter part of the year, to make sure their skills are honed. It’s
the only PE class that might save your life!

Sometimes, you have to ask an expert.
Sometimes you have to travel to find facilities, expertise or excellence.
Sometimes you have to bring in specialised knowledge.



And always, it costs money.

Orienteering & Athletics News
Bunscoil Chríost Rí had a great year at both orienteering and athletics.
The orienteering season kicked off in September with an introductory
day for all the sixth class pupils in Curragh Wood. Then before
Christmas there were two league events and the pupils weren’t put off
at all by the atrocious weather at the second one in Fota. The highlight
of the season was the county championship in Fota when our sixth class
boys won the team prize and the JJ Fennessy Cup against the odds. Later
we competed in the Munster schools championships in Doneraile and
the All-Ireland schools championships in Castlecomer, Kilkenny. The
teams were placed in these events in both boys and girls so all did well
and were a credit to the school.
Next year nearby Tramore Valley Park will be re-opened and the CSOA
have mapped it so we hope to be able to get more classes to try the
sport of orienteering.
On June 10th. our school competed at the Cork primary schools sports
in the CIT campus. All our team tried their best and had a great day. The
highlight of the day was our senior relay squad of Dylan Twomey, Alex
Perrott, Stephen Cairns and Mark Guinnane who had an impressive win
in the Roinn A section beating the strongest schools in the county.
Our school has had a very strong tradition in athletics over the years so
it was fitting that the Dr Sexton Cup for Roinn A team winners since
1928 has been retired for display to our school.

Active Schools’ Week
We had great fun during Active Schools’ Week,
and were blessed with fine weather. Each day, yard
games were organised for the different classes,
and a space allocated for them to play with
hoops, ropes and basketballs. We had visiting
tennis coaches who taught some of the basic
skills in a fun way to some of the senior boys
and girls. We had a skipping workshop for the
junior classes (see below), and the whole school
went on a walk around the locality on the Wednesday. The hope is to build on
the success of the week, and to keep all our pupils active!
Skipping
As part of Active Schools’ Week we organised a Skipping Workshop. Classes
from 1st to 4th had their turn in the yard to learn new skills. Each class learned a
different set of skills. We learned Shuffling, the 360 turn, the Butterfly, Crisscross
and Double Dutch. Towards the end of the day all the groups got together for a
demonstration, where each class performed tricks for the others. Later that
week, 4th classes teamed up with the infant classes and had fun skipping with
them. We had the opportunity to buy skipping ropes, and ever since, we have
been perfecting our skills in the yard. A big thanks to Mark McCabe, who
travelled from Meath for the workshop.

