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Update from our Trustees –
The Presentation Brothers Schools Trust
On behalf of the directors and members of the Presentation Brothers Schools Trust (PBST), I wish all in the
Bunscoil Chríost Rí community – student, teachers, support staff and parents – a very happy and peaceful
Christmas and continued success in the year ahead. Bunscoil Chríost Rí is a much-valued member of the
PBST family of schools and it is a privilege for me to be involved with a school that has made such a fine
contribution to education in our city.
Having previously served as Principal in Coláiste an Spioraid Naoimh, Bishopstown, I took up the position of
Chief Executive Officer of the Trust in September 2016. Along with the ordinary day-to-day tasks associated
with running the Trust company, I have primarily spent the last 15 months beginning to implement the
Strategic Plan that was devised following a two year period of consultation with the management and staffs
in our schools.
Perhaps parents and students would like to know a little more about the PBST and the work we do. PBST
was set up in 2009 following the withdrawal of the Presentation Brothers from the active management of
the schools in the Presentation Brothers network. The Trust essentially took over the role played by the
Congregation in the running of the schools. The Trust is a body made up of lay people whose primary
objective is to ensure that the traditions of Presentation education – based as they are on the charism of
Blessed Edmund Rice - are carried on into the future in our schools. Secondly, as legal owner of the schools,
the Trust also has overall responsibility for the properties and finances of the schools and for ensuring
compliance with statutory requirements. While our family of schools is quite small, there is, nonetheless, a
very diverse range of schools in the network: primary and secondary, single gender and co-ed, fee-paying
and non fee-paying, urban and suburban, Dublin and Cork! It’s quite a range. What unites them all however
is the commitment to high quality, values-led education for all in the Presentation tradition.
The Trust is now moving out of its establishment phase and into a new developmental stage. As stated
above, we are currently working on the implementation of a strategic plan which we hope will result in the
Trust being much more connected with our school leaders, teachers, students, parents and support staff.
It’s quite a challenge given that we have over 350 staff members and nearly 4000 students in a very diverse
family of schools at primary and secondary level. Part of my brief, as the CEO of the Trust Company, is to
bring the ideals of the Presentation tradition into the schools and to make them as relevant as possible to
the entire school community – Boards of Management, Principals and Deputy-Principals, teachers, support
staff, parents and students. I have already had the privilege of working with all the new teachers who came
into our schools last year, of meeting on a regular basis with our Principals and DPs and of working with
many of our teachers through the provision of a Leadership Development programme. I also hope to begin
working with Student Councils in the very near future. Parents and students are invited to engage with the
Trust and, as CEO, I am always available to speak to Boards of Management or Parents’ Associations or
Students’ Councils about the work of the Trust. I may be contacted at 021 2417144 or at
michaelsexton@eircom.net. See also www.pbst.ie
Michael Sexton,
Chief Executive Officer

Boys’ Football
The boys’ school football team had a fantastic season. After a disappointing start to
their campaign, which saw them lose to Gaelscoil Carrigaline, they went from
strength to strength, recording victories over Bishopstown, Cobh and Youghal. These
victories booked the boys a place in the “B” semi-final against Scoil Barra Ballincollig
which saw the Críost Rí boys win, playing some of their best football of the season.
A much fancied St. Anthony’s side waited in the final and even though “David”
couldn’t beat “Goliath” on the day, the boys acquitted themselves well and should
be immensely proud of themselves.
The panel was as follows: Aaron Kennedy, Jack O’Leary, Mark Tiernan, James
Kennefick, Ryan McCarthy, Fionn McGorry, Artjoms Petrovs, Colin Molloy, Keelin
Collins, Peter Kane, Cian O’ Sullivan, Aaron O’Brien-Towler, Shane McCarthy, Devon
Gibson, Zach O’Donovan, Bobby Walker, Tadgh Howe and Trevor Howe. Well done
lads we are very proud of you.
Críost Rí abú!!

The team that did us
proud!

Sixth Class Science by Arianna Murphy
In October we experimented with the surface tension of milk. Surface tension is a force on
the surface layer of a liquid that causes the layer to behave like an elastic sheet.
For our experiment we used milk, food dyes, washing up liquid, cotton buds and plastic
syringes. We poured milk onto a plate. Then using syringes we added drops of food
colouring to the centre of the plate. Next we dipped a cotton bud into washing up liquid
and placed it in the middle of the milk. The washing up liquid broke the surface tension
and the food dyes shot dramatically to the edges. It was a cool experiment and we really
enjoyed it.

Bunscoil Chríost Rí Dedicates Hall as part of Tercentenary of Nano Nagle
Bunscoil Chríost R began its celebrations of the Tercentenary of the birth of Nano Nagle with a
re-dedication of the school hall to Venerable Nano, following extensive renovation and
refurbishment to prepare for the exciting celebratory events in 2018. New outside signage and
lighting attests to Nano’s iconic acclaim in the school’s inner city location, close to the mother
house at Presentation Convent, Douglas Street.
Bunscoil Chríost Rí Primary School, Turner’s Cross, Cork was established in 2011 following the
amalgamation of Scoil Chríost Rí Buachaillí and Christ King Girls’, as the new co-educational
establishment became the preferred model of the school community under the trusteeship of the
Presentation Brothers Schools Trust. The school continues to develop and thrive while embracing
the proud Presentation traditions of the former schools, which were founded when the
Presentation Brothers and Presentation Sisters were asked by Bishop Cohalan to establish
primary schools in the emerging Turner’s Cross area in the late nineteen thirties.
The name of ‘Chríost Rí’ is renowned for its distinction in many academic, sporting, cultural and
artistic areas while music and choral performance continue to be a source of great pride with the
school’s choir being famed for excellence at choral festivals and competitions. Indeed the choir
under its director, former teacher Mrs Anne Murphy, were the standout performers at a special
concert to begin the rededication evening on December 6th last.
Invited guests, including Mr Jack O’Sullivan, Chairman, Presentation Brothers Schools Trust,
members of the Presentation Brothers Leadership Team, local Presentation communities, staff
and parents assembled in the new Nano Nagle Hall for a blessing ceremony by parish priest, Fr.
Billy O’Sullivan. All were then addressed by guest of honour, Professor Pádraig G. Ó Sé, President
of University College, Cork, who had been a pupil of the school in the nineteen sixties.
He recalled his fond memories of concerts on the stage that he had now returned to after several
prestigious academic positions at universities throughout the United States. He highlighted the
importance and significance of the Presentation traditions which have a distinct charismatic role
in our educational system.
The school is now ready to embark on an ambitious development project to unite the former girls’
and boys’ school buildings with a modern-design link corridor and entrance, while incorporating
a new play area and sensory garden. Funding has been secured to works early in 2018 with
completion later in the year.

Green Schools’ Report
Our Green School's Committee has hit the ground
running this year and have been working hard from the
word go. They have been encouraging everybody in the
school to recycle as much as they can as well as marking
and recording the amount of waste the school produces
on a weekly basis. There are lots of plans for the rest of
the school year all with the idea "Let's make Bunscoil
Green!"
Bunscoil Chríost Rí
Green Schools’ Committee

Quiz Winners
Bunscoil Chriost Ri recently hosted
the first inter-school quiz organized
by the Presentation Brothers
Schools’ Trust. The quiz brought
together all the Presentation primary
schools’ sixth classes in the city for a
general knowledge table quiz. It
turned out to be a nail biting affair
with of our own school's teams made
up of James, Tadhg, Steven and Colin
emerging as winners on the final tiebreak question.
Well done to all.

Visit of the Lord Mayor
The Lord Mayor, Cllr Tony Fitzgerald, congratulated
pupils with unbroken attendance during his visit to
the school in October.
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School Choir
The school choir has been working flat out since September beginning with the usual
recording of a video and CD. The CD recording was chosen from many, many entries to be
aired on RTE Lyric FM last Tuesday at lunchtime in their Choirs for Christmas Competition.
There were many tributes paid to the singers from listeners all over Cork.
In recent weeks the choir gave a tremendous performance at a gala concert in aid of the
school development fund in Christ King Parish Church. They shared the stage with the
Wilcollane Singers, the Cork Garda Choir and the Turner’s Cross Centenary Quartet. Even
though many in the audience claimed the children stole the show, it was a great privilege for
us to sing in the presence of such talented musicians.
The following week the choir was invited to sing in Dennehy’s Cross Parish Church at the
Presentation Brothers ‘Trust Carol Concert. Again their singing, behaviour and uniforms
were first class! We are so proud of these children at every event. Of course this does not
just happen. Their dedication and that of their parents is truly remarkable and they certainly
deserve the accolade as one of the top primary school choirs in the country.
Next term they will sing at Feis Maitiú and will be special guests at a celebration for world
guests in Cork to honour the tercentenary of the birth of our foundress, Nano Nagle.
We hope the children and parents have a wonderful Christmas and return ready for even
greater things in 2018.

Our Gala Welcome to Christmas Concert
in Christ the King Church was a resounding success.
The Garda Choir, the Wilcollane Singers, the
wonderful instrumentalists, and, of course, our own
choir made the evening one to remember.

The pupils from Ms
Walsh’s class display their
art, their talent, and
themselves!

Sock Snowmen

Bottle Cap Art

Nearly there! Getting ready
for the Christmas Concert.

The Annual School Walk
The walk took place, as always, on the first Saturday of October. Thanks
to you, the parents and students of Bunscoil Chríost Rí, we managed to
raise over €11,000! All of this money will be spent for the betterment
of the pupils in the school. It goes straight back to your children!

Some of our budding artists
display their work along the
corridors!

And Finally
The Christmas Concert in Pictures!
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