The School Choir
The school choir is coming to the end of an extremely busy term. The
children started by welcoming the Lord Mayor to the school with their
popular School Anthem. This was followed by a recording of Christmas
songs and carols in the Cork School of Music. The choir was invited to
join the local church choir in a special celebration of farewell to the
Presentation Sisters from Christ King Convent. They sang beautifully at
the funeral masses of Lil Collins, a great friend of the school and of
Nemo; and of Teresa O’Reilly, mother of Archbishop Kieran O’Reilly.
On Presentation Day , November 21, their presence was very much
appreciated at celebrations to mark the day at the Ambassador Hotel.
This Christmas season saw the choir give an amazing performance at
the concert in Coláiste Chríost Rí, hosted by Cara O’Sullivan. They
appeared on Lyric FM ‘s Carols for Christmas, broadcast on Thursday
December 10th, broadcast between 1 and 2 pm. On Saturday, December 19th, they featured on RTE’s Countrywide Christmas Special - the
programme begins at 8:15 am. Finally, they rounded off a very busy
season by performing in a Christmas concert hosted by Evelyn Grant
at St Luke’s church, Summerhill North, on Sunday, December 20th, in
aid of the children’s ward in CUH.
On January 1st, 2016, eleven of the senior members of the choir have
been invited to sing at the official state launch of the celebrations to
mark the centenary of the 1916 Rising, in the Convention Centre in
Dublin. They will join a choir of 2,000 voices drawn from every county
in Ireland, along with a cross-border orchestra and several soloists.
This concert will be televised nationally.
Finally, we would like to thank all the parents for their wonderful support and for transporting the pupils to all corners of the city! We wish
you a very Happy Christmas and a prosperous and musical New Year!

Parents’ and Friends’ Association
Season’s Greetings from the Parents & Friends Association!
On Tuesday 15th December we were delighted to help Santa in his visit to the school. Arriving by Fire Engine, he later visited
each class taking time to talk to the children and answering their questions. It’s always a lovely day and certainly we are
delighted to be part of it.
The P&FA held their AGM in October where the new officers for the current school year were elected. There were some new
faces on the night and some have already joined us and become active in the association. We would encourage parents to
become involved in the association. It is a very worthwhile and fulfilling experience. New parents are very welcome to any of
our events or monthly meetings.
We hosted a Book Fair in November in the Nano Nagle Hall. The book fair ran for a week and there was a great atmosphere
as the children came to browse, taking their ease on cushions and bean bags. There was a huge range of books for all ages.
We hope the children enjoyed the experience. We received 60% commission from Scholastic on the sale of the books. This
commission will be given to the school in the form of book vouchers which will go towards replenishing the school library. We
would like to thank the parents, children and teachers for their support. Also a special thank you to all the children who
provided artwork to decorate the hall. It was great to see such a wonderful display of talent.
On behalf of the P&FA we would like to wish you and your families a very happy, peaceful and
safe Christmas. We look forward to 2016 and to meeting with you all again.
Vivienne McGregor
P&FA Chairperson
I will honour Christmas in my heart,
and try to keep it all the year.
-Charles Dickens

Christmas waves a magic wand over the world,
and behold, everything is softer and more beautiful
Norman Vincent Peale

The magic wand has descended on the school as the festive atmosphere of the season is in full swing. Beautiful Christmas choir performances,
concert rehearsals, decorated rooms and corridors, Santa visits, charity toysale, all kinds of outfits and costumes – excitement and anticipation
throughout the school – such a unique atmosphere that only a school can experience.
We love the sharing of this experience with parents at the Christmas Concert and other events. It allows us all to be children – just for a little
while. And that’s what Christmas should be all about. The beautiful innocence of children and the simple message of the Infant Jesus in
the crib.
“But light shone fourth from
Where he lay,
The King of Love upon the hay”.
Another busy term has accelerated past us – the excitement of our new infants starting ‘big school’, the lovely community atmosphere of the
School Walk (final total €10,000 – míle buíochas), great efforts by the Sciath na Scol and orienteering teams, a lovely Book Fair (a huge
thanks to the Parents Association!), the many amazing performances of the choir and our special celebration of the Feast of the Presentation
– are just some highlights.
Our new Prayer Space was blessed and opened recently in the porch near the pre-school. We want all our Chríost Rí family - pupils, staff
and parents to be able to take a little ‘time out’ for reflection and prayer in this unique area.
So, we wish you all the enjoyment and happiness of every moment of your Christmas. A special greeting and thank you to our excellent
pupils, hugely dedicated and skilful staff, our supportive parent body and all our school partners. We wish our new Board of Management
all our best wishes in their important work for the next four years.
Slán – Nollaig and Ath-Bhliain sona sásta daoibh go léir.
D Ó Ceallaigh

We had a very successful Sciath na Scol campaign
this year. Having played Innishannon and
Scartleigh with a win against both sides we
suffered losses to Gleanntán and Ballygarvan.
These results meant that we were in a play-off.
Fortunately, we won one of our matches but
unfortunately lost the other. Following these
results, we had reached the semi-finals. In a very
exciting game we lost to Gaelscoil Uí Riada by a
few points. We were very disappointed but happy
at the same time as we had performed so well. Our
coaches, Mr. Hennessy and Miss Harrington were
excellent and we really improved our skill levels
during the season. They were always very positive
and supportive and we really appreciated their
commitment to us. Overall it was a most enjoyable
and worthwhile experience.
Written by Elle Fitzgerald (5th class)

Bunscoil Chríost Rí is currently working towards an
Active School Flag for the 2015/2016 school year. An
Active School Flag is awarded to schools that are
physically active and promote physical activity in the
school environment. As you already know we here in
Bunscoil Chríost Rí are already participating in a lot
of sporting activities including GAA, orienteering,
Irish dancing, swimming, after school activities and
the list goes on!
Our Active School Flag Committee includes pupils
from third to sixth classes and teachers, Ms. Harrington and Ms. O’Callaghan. Members of the committee are currently working through a checklist of
requirements that our school must meet before we
are awarded an Active School Flag. Thankfully, we
already meet a lot of these requirements so we are
well on our way! Check out our blog on the school
website and our notice board in the school corridor
to keep in touch with our progress.

The boys’ football team had a tough group this year and
won just one of their section W games against
Scantleigh. They were beaten by Gleanntán,
Ballygarvan and Innishannon in their other games, but
battled bravely throughout.
The team was as follows:Eoghan McGann, Niall
Sheehan, Shane McGann, Ruairí Hogan, Darragh
O’Shea, Ben O’Connor, Brian Horgan, Luke O’Sullivan,
Kevin McGorry, Kevin Looney, Ross Corkery, Cormac
Fitzgerald, Mark O’Connor, James Kennifick, Shane
Dawson, Ethan O’Donovan, Colin Molloy, Aaron O’Brien
Towler, Peter Kane and Fionn McGorry.
Well done boys.

Closing Tuesday 22nd December 12:00 noon
(Infants to be collected after their concert)
We will re-open on Wednesday 6th January 08:45 (Full Day)

Presentation Day this year marked the consecration of a
new prayer space in the school, just next to the
Playschool. We felt that a quiet space where pupils or
parents could drop in for a few seconds to take a
breather from the treadmill of the day could be useful,
whether you are a believer or not. We were lucky to
acquire some of the beautiful church benches from the
nuns’ chapel, and these lend a sense of formal quiet to
the space.
One wall contains a noticeboard on which people can
pin their prayers. It is quite moving to spend a moment
or two looking at the concerns of others.

