“The magic of Christmas is not in the presents,
but in His presence”
Our special school Christmas season is alive with decorations – thanks to
the Parents’ Association – concert rehearsals, Santa visit, charity toysale
and a variety of special performances from classes and choirs. The unique
sounds, sights and smells make it a magical time for pupils, parents and yes
even for teachers! Yet it is important we do not get distracted from the
simplicity of His presence” as the central message of the great feast day.
We approach the end of another busy term with memories of our new infants
starting “big school”, the lovely atmosphere at the school walk, special
visitors including the Shanghai delegation, Lord Mayor and Cork Ladies All
Ireland winners, the hugely enjoyable Book Fair which raised over €3.000
worth of books for the school and our very special Presentation Day
Celebration. These are just a few of the highlights, while we never lose our
focus on our mission to provide the best educational experience for all our
pupils.
I would like to acknowledge the great support of the whole school community
including our patron, trustees, dedicated Board of Management, skilled and
committed staff, parents and pupils. I wish all, especially you and your
families, a very happy, peaceful and safe Christmas.
Míle buíochas, Nollaig agus Ath – Bhliain sona sásta – bainigí taitneamh as!

We're working to make our school green!
After all the hard work and the success of earning the Active Flag, Bunscoil Chríost Rí has
decided to strive towards earning the Green Flag as well.
To obtain the flag the school will be making an effort to reduce the amount of waste produced.
Students from 1st to 6th class have come together to form a committee and are working hard
on implementing the plan of action. To decrease the levels of waste, the committee have
decided to make sure there is a recycling bin for each classroom as well as the computer room,
Aistear Room and any other room that might need one.
Another big waste-saver is our new e-mail system to parents which saves hundreds of sheets
of paper each and every time a notice is sent home. The Green school's committee, as well as
every other student, are taking a hands-on approach to making our school green. It is fantastic
to hear the children talk about the efforts made at home and bringing these ideas into school.
With all of these efforts, the school is be well on its way to proudly
displaying another flag of achievement.

Visit of the Lord Mayor
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A delegation from the Seven Flowers
School in Shanghai visited the school this
term, as part of a long-standing
connection between the schools and the
cities. They were treated to an exhibition
of Irish Dancing in traditional costume, a
song from the school choir, and a lesson
in Hurling from the lads in Fifth Class!

Toy Sale 2016
The annual toy sale in aid of charity took place on Friday 9th December. Prior to the Sale the pupils
chose this year’s charity, the CUH Children’s unit. On the day of the Sale, for an agreed
contribution, pupils were allowed to dress in casual clothes and choose some toys which various
classes had brought in. 1st, 2nd and 3rd classes held their toy sale in the hall where many found a
great bargain. The infant classes all congregated in their rooms and found some new or even some
very familiar toys to bring home. (much to the delight of parents!)
Meanwhile 4th, 5th and 6th classes were setting up cake stalls, hair and nail salons, raffle stalls as
well as novelty events such as ‘keepy uppies’, bottle flip and bean bag throw. All classes were
very involved in the activities and are to be congratulated on a very successful day. At the end of
the day, the event had raised €2,513. A sincere thank you to all who contributed and to all staff for
their assistance and patience.
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The School Choir
The choir got off to a flying start in September with the recording of a DVD
in which they performed ‘We Are One World in Harmony’, accompanied by
some colourful choreography. This item was performed during the visit of
the Lord Mayor to the school in October, and was also highly praised by our
Chinese visitors, who loved the beautiful music and accompanying
movement. The choir was then invited to take part in the Cross-Border
peace proms which will take place in Limerick University next March. The
pupils are preparing several songs with set choreography and will be
accompanied by the Cross-Border Orchestra of Ireland.
The highlight of this term is, of course, the invitation by Cork Opera House
to perform alongside Mary Hegarty on Monday December 19th,
accompanied by a full orchestra. They will sing The Drummer Boy/Peace
on Earth, and will join the massed group at the end of the night to sing some
Christmas carols.
Thank you, as always, to you, the parents, who always present the children
in impeccable order, and deliver and collect them from the many venues at
which they perform.

Nollaig Shona daoibh go léir

Boys’ Football 2016
The boys’ school football team had a very successful year winning their Roinn F1 group
for the first time in a few years. They had a good win over Gaelscoil Carraig Úi Leighin in
the first game before overcoming Bishopstown by the narrowest of margins in the second
game. More convincing wins over Cobh and Youghal meant the Bunscoil boys finished
top of their group booking themselves an F1 semi-final against St. Josephs, the Mardyke.
Sadly, after a very promising first half, the Mardyke emerged as victors, booking themselves a place in the final. Nevertheless, it was an outstanding season for the boys of
whom we are extremely proud. The panel was as follows: Patrick Power, Shane Dawson,
Fionn Long, Ethan O’Donovan, Shane McGann, Ruairí Hogan, Darragh O’Shea, Shea
Hill, Joey Gibson, Peter Kane, Ryan McCarthy, Fionn McGorry, Colin Miolloy, James
Kennefick, Mark Tiernan, Keelin Collins, Aaron O’Brien-Towler, Shane McCarthy, Cian
O’ Sullivan, Devon Gibson and Zack O’ Donovan.

Well done boys. Críost Rí Abú!

These are the next events in the
School Calendar

Christmas Holidays 2016 - 2017
Closing Thursday, December 22nd 2016 at 1200
Re-opening Monday, January 9th 2017

0845 (full day)

February Mid-Term 2017
Closed Thursday and Friday February 23rd and 24th inclusive
Easter Holidays
Closed Monday April 10th – Friday, April 21st inclusive
Re-opening Monday April 24th

0845 (full day)

Christmas Cards
These are the designs for the Bunscoil Christmas Cards, a new
departure this year. The cards are on sale in the Office, or through your
child’s teacher. All the proceeds go towards the refurbishment of the
Nano Nagle Hall.
It’s a great facility to have a mini-theatre in the school, but it’s looking a
bit tired these days. A slap of plaster and a lick of paint will have it
looking fresh and new again!

The Bookfair
Organised by our wonderful Parents’ and Friends’
Association, the Bookfair goes from strength to
strength. This year, apart from the giant beanbags
and toys for the children to hug and relax with while
they choose their books, we had Clifford the Big Red
Dog stalking the corridors to collect classes! Kudos
to the member(s) of the P&FA who dressed up in that
costume, to be hugged and squeezed by many, many
children (and the occasional teacher).
The selection of books was superb again this year,
and the event ran smoothly from start to finish, apart
from some slightly frazzled-and-exhausted looking
parents wandering around towards the end! But it
was worth it!!
Well done to everyone, and a big thanks from the
staff for the interest, effort and help!

The Cork Ladies’
Football Team
Members of the victorious Cork
Ladies’ Football Team visited the
school during the year. These
athletes are an excellent rolemodel for all of our pupils,
whether it’s sport you are
interested in or not. They are a
shining example of how , with
dedication and focus and hard
work, you can achieve your goals!

The Annual Visit of the Man in the Red Suit!
This year Santa chose to arrive in Bunscoil Chríost Rí in great style, in a classic
Mercedes. How did he know what I wanted for Christmas?
The boys and girls lined the yard and gave him great welcome. He’s seen here
telling Mr O’Kelly that he’s on the Naughty List this year. And look what Imelda
got for Christmas!

Presentation Day
This year, Presentation Day, November 21, focused on the founder of the Presentation Sisters,
Nano Nagle. The Nano Nagle icon , by artist Desmond Kyne, was prominently displayed in
classrooms around the school, and a giant version was prepared for the ceremony on the day.
Each of the Middle and Senior classes was given a portion of the icon to decorate and to explain
to the rest of the school. This they did with great enthusiasm and authority (see the photographs
on the next page).
The occasion was also used to mark the retirement of Archdeacon Kerry Murphy-O’Connor as
Parish Priest in Turner’s Cross. A special presentation was made by the chairperson of the Board
of Management. We wish Archdeacon Kerry the best of joy and health in his retirement.

Retirements and New Staff
At Mid-term this year, Bunscoil Chríost Rí said goodbye to one of its favourite teachers, Mr John
O’Hea. John has served nearly thirty-eight years in the school, and was an unfailingly good
teacher and colleague. Always positive, always cheerful, always supportive of his pupils and of
his fellow-teachers, he embodied dedication to the craft of the teacher. The enthusiasm and
laughter that he brought to his Learning Support duties over the past few years could be heard
echoing down the corridors. It can truly be said of him: ní bheidh a leithéid arís ann!
Bunscoil Chríost Rí also welcomes two new staff who have joined us recently, Ms Yvonne Kelly
and Ms Miryam Kevany. We hope that they will be very happy here.

Presentation Day 2016

Parents’ and Friends’ Association
Season’s Greetings from the Parents’ & Friends’ Association!
On Thursday 8th December we were delighted to help Santa in his visit to the school. Arriving in great style in
a vintage Mercedes Benz, he visited each class taking time to talk to the children and answer their questions.
It’s always a fantastic day for the children and we are delighted to be part of it.
We hosted a Book Fair in November in the Nano Nagle Hall. The book fair ran for a week and there was great
excitement as the children came to browse for the first day, taking their ease on cushions and bean bags. There
was a huge range of books for all ages and all the children enjoyed the experience. We received 60%
commission from Scholastic on the sale of the books. This commission will be given to the school in the form
of book vouchers which will go towards replenishing the school library and class libraries. We would like to
thank the parents, children and teachers for their support of the Book Fair.

The P&FA held their AGM in October where the new officers for the current school year were elected.
We would encourage as many parents as possible to become involved in the association and to help
out at even one event during the year. It is a very worthwhile and fulfilling experience and the children
love to see their parents helping out at these special events. New parents are very welcome to any of
our events or monthly meetings.
On behalf of the P&FA we would like to wish you and your families a very happy, peaceful and safe Christmas.
We look forward to 2017 and to meeting with you all again.
Karen O’Shea
P&FA Chairperson
I will honour Christmas in my heart, and try to keep it all the year.
-Charles Dickens

School Walk
Every year, for over 40 years, we have been having an annual school walk.
Every year, the school needs money to provide the resources and
equipment that our children need.
Every year, the parents, grandparents, friends, relations and neighbours,
step up and help us out. Even during the darkest days of the recent
recession, when not many families had money to spare, you and yours
spent time and money to provide for the children of Bunscoil Chríost Rí.
And every year we spend that money on the children. It does not go to pay
bills, it does not get used for ‘administration’, it does not go into ‘invisible’
repairs that no-one knows about (though they have to be done too!).
This year you stepped up again. We raised over €11,000, every cent of
which will be ploughed back into the children.
This is your effort. This is your walk. So well done!

Third Class Adventures

Halloween!

Fourth Class
Achievement

New Infants
in September

…and Now…The Concert!

